[Definition of the elderly patient. Demographic data].
Based on data from INSEE, the French population included in 1982 54,273,200 men and women, 18.5% of whom were more than 60, 13.5% more than 65, 6.5% more than 75 and 1.4% more than 85 years of age. With increasing age the sex ratio men/women changed from 1.2 between 60 and 64 to 3 after 90 years of age. For the year 2000 an increase of 20% of those of more than 60 and of 42% of those of more than 85 years of age is expected.